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SOUTHWARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 
AWARD CATEGORIES, CRITERIA and ELIGIBILITY 
 
Southwark Civic Awards are recommended to Southwark Council by the Court of the 
Southwark Civic Association following review of community generated nominations 
which demonstrate a sustained contribution or commitment by an individual, group, 
organisation or business for the benefit of Southwark residents and/or the interests of 
the London Borough of Southwark more generally. 
 
Key examples would include: outstanding personal service in support of the young or 
elderly, community organisation, initiative or event; excellence in community cohesion; 
innovation in local business; enhancement of the borough’s culture, heritage and 
reputation. 
 
Award Categories: 
 
 There are two main categories of Award, which satisfy most circumstances: 
 
 Letter of Commendation 
 
 Liberty of the Old Metropolitan Borough (… of Southwark, Bermondsey or Camberwell) 
 
In addition, and in exceptional circumstances, there are options for further Award 
categories, as appropriate: 

 
 Mayor’s Award 
 Southwark Lifetime Award 
 Young Southwark Civic Award 
 (…) of the Year Award 
  
 
Award Criteria: 
 
 Letter of Commendation 

A Letter of Commendation may be awarded to a nominee who has demonstrated 
an exceptional contribution to the life of the local community, usually for a period 
exceeding five years. 

 
 Liberty of the Old Metropolitan Borough 

A Liberty of the Old Metropolitan Borough will be considered when a nominee has 
demonstrated exceptional commitment to the life of the community, usually for a 
period exceeding ten years. 

 
 Mayor’s Discretionary Award 

A Mayor’s Discretionary Award may be made to an individual/organisation that, 
during the Mayor’s term of office, has attracted special notice for exceptional 
community activity. 

 
 Southwark Lifetime Award 
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A Southwark Lifetime Award may be recommended where an individual has 
demonstrated an outstanding contribution to the life of the community, typically for 
a period exceeding twenty years. 

 
 Young Southwark Civic Award 

A Young Southwark Civic Award may be made to a young person of 18 and under 
who has demonstrated exceptional community spirit and civic responsibility but, by 
virtue of their age, is ineligible for a Letter of Commendation. 

  
 …. of the Year Award 

An ‘… of the Year Award’ may be made in circumstances where alternative awards 
(above) are considered to be inadequate/inappropriate and the nominee is clearly 
outstanding in their category.   
 
 
 

Eligibility: 
 
 (individual) unpaid voluntary activity which is unrelated to or additional to the 

nominee’s current employment 
 
 community group, organisation or business which is based in and/or benefits the 

Southwark community. 
 
 
Exclusions: 
 
 Serving members of the Court of the Southwark Civic Association 

 
 Current elected members of Southwark Council 

 
 Employees of Southwark Council (unless for unpaid voluntary activity which is 

unrelated to or additional to current employment) 
 
 Previous Honorands of equal or greater Awards 
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